
National History Day 2017 



Our Plan 

  

1. Primary Sources 

2. Secondary Sources 

3. Searching the Library Catalog 

4. Online Searching 



1. Primary Sources 
• Documents  
• Photos 
• Videos 
• Sound recordings 
• Other information done at the time 
 

Created by 
• Participants 
• Witnesses 
• Contemporaries 
  



Participants 



Witnesses 



Witnesses 



Journals 



Diaries 



Correspondence 



Speeches 



Newspaper Articles (1964) 



Magazine Articles (1982) 



Government Documents 



Photos 



Maps 



Video recordings 



Sound recordings 



Oral History Interviews 



Transcripts 



2. Secondary Sources 
• Did not participate 

• Did not witness 

• Did not live during the time 

• Created long after the event 

 



Primary or Secondary? 



Says who??? 

Says who? 



Books as Primary Sources 



Books as Secondary Sources 



Why Secondary Sources? 

• Who, What, When, Where, Why 

• Broader perspective 

• Identify, organize, clarify, and possibly correct 
primary sources 

• Detached viewpoint  

• Analysis and interpretation 

• Provide historical context 

 

• Footnotes and bibliographies 



Footnotes are Your Friends 



Bibliographies are Your Buddies 



Leading to Books 



Leading to Articles 



Leading to Interviews 



Leading to Other Primary Sources 



Many pieces make the whole 



3. Library Catalog Searching 



Library Catalog 

• Search the Catalog = Your topic + 
• Primary sources 
• Oral history 
• Speeches 
• Documents 
• Interviews 
• Photographs 
• Correspondence 
• Memoir(s) 
• Personal narratives 

Winding Rivers Library System shared catalog 
32 libraries in a 7-county area 

 

http://encore.wrlsweb.org/iii/encore/?lang=eng


4. Online Searching 

Instead of starting here . . . Begin here . . . 



lacrosselibrary.org 



Research 



National History Day page 



American National Biography 

Biographies of more than 17,400 
famous dead Americans 



American National Biography 



American National Biography 



New York Times Historical 

Full-text of New York Times articles 
1851-2013 



New York Times Historical 



Reader’s Guide Retrospective 

Index to magazine articles 1890-1982 



Readers’ Guide Retrospective 



 
Mostly magazines and journals, but it also includes some 
reference books and primary source documents. 

MasterFILE Premier 



MasterFILE Premier 



History Reference Center 

Full-text from 1,600+ books and 150+ 
magazines; 57,000 historic documents; 
78,000+ biographies; 113,000+ historic 
photos & maps; 80+ hours of historic video 



History Reference Center 
 



Military & Government 
Collection 

Full-text articles from almost 300 
magazines, and indexing for 400 more, 
covering all branches of military & 
government 



Military & Government Collection 



Newspaper Archive 

Articles from newspapers in the U.S. 
and 17 other countries: 

1607 to 2016 



Newspaper Archive 



Explora 

Magazines, newspapers, books, 
biographies, radio & TV news 
transcripts, primary source documents, 
photos, maps, film & video 



Explora 



More 

• World Digital Library 

• Library of Congress 

• National Archives 

• Digital Public Library of America 

• Wisconsin Historical Society 

• Recollection Wisconsin 

• La Crosse History Unbound 



 
 

Library websites 
 

lacrosselibrary.org 
 

 

 

• Research 

• National History Day 

 

http://lacrosselibrary.org/ 

http://lacrosselibrary.org/


Credits 

• Civil Rights march: http://www-tc.pbs.org/jazz/images/time/civil_rights_march.jpg 

• Photojournalists:  http://utahphotojournalism.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/10/image1-550x366.jpg 

• World Trade Center witnesses: http://i67.photobucket.com/albums/h287/ybbswinter/wtc-witnesses-aghast_lg.jpg 

• Journals of Lewis and Clark cover: http://xroads.virginia.edu/~HYPER/JOURNALS/journals.jpg 

• William Clark’s journal:  http://media.web.britannica.com/eb-media/22/96622-004-3C6A4148.jpg 

• Anne Frank’s diary: http://www.annefrank.ch/system/html/tagebuch-db78f214.jpg 

• Civil War letter: author’s collection 

• Gettysburg address: http://www.papersofabrahamlincoln.org/documentimages/GAFac1.jpg 

• 1964 newspaper article: La Crosse Tribune, 05 October 1964, page 1 

• 1982 magazine article: Time magazine, author’s collection 

• Man in front of tank: https://static01.nyt.com/packages/flash/photo/20090602-Lens-Behind-Tianamen/20090603-tank-
cole-1000px.jpg 

• Voting Rights Act of 1965: https://ourdocuments.gov/doc_large_image.php?doc=100 

• Railroad map: Historic Mapworks 

• Video recording: https://archive.org/details/1967-10-24_Anti-War_Demonstrators_Storm_Pentagon 

• Photo of Franklin D. Roosevelt: 
http://66.media.tumblr.com/f6d93a5b178d127b8175a6667c551d07/tumblr_nyy1815pmo1r65o3qo3_1280.jpg 

• Audio of Franklin D. Roosevelt: https://archive.org/download/FDR_Declares_War_19411208 

• Oral history interview: http://sohp.org/files/2013/04/charlotte-interviewing-John-Greenbacker.jpg 

• White House Transcripts book cover: author’s collection 

• Lambeau Field: http://americanfootballfilms.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Lambeau-field.jpg 
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Credits 

• Aaron Rodgers: http://images.christianpost.com/full/49721/green-bay-packers-aaron-rodgers-drops-back-against-the-
denver-broncos-in-the-second-half-during-their-nfl-football-game-in-green-bay-wisconsin-october-2-2011.jpg 

• Owl: http://kids.sandiegozoo.org/sites/default/files/imagecache/animal_class_hero/great_horned_owl3.jpg 

• Personal Memoirs of U.S. Grant: http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/BookImages/77256f.jpg 

• Steve Jobs book: http://divergentmba.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/book-steve-jobs-by-walter-isaacson.jpg 

• Footnotes and bibliography pages: Philip Taubman, Secret Empire: Eisenhower, The CIA, and the Hidden Story of America’s 
Space Espionage (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2003). 

• Mississippi River watershed: http://www.nps.gov/miss/photosmultimedia/upload/watershedBG.jpg 

• Library book stacks: photo by the author 
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