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Architectural Design Services Request for Proposals
Atrium Railing Renovation Project
Introduction 
La Crosse Public Library (LPL) is seeking proposals from qualified architectural firms to provide design and related professional services for the renovation and enhancement of the library’s atrium railing.
The selected firm will demonstrate experience in architectural design for public spaces, including safety improvements, accessibility considerations, and aesthetic enhancements. The project will require thoughtful integration of design, code compliance, and user experience within an active public building.

About The Project
The La Crosse Public Library is planning a targeted renovation to improve the safety, functionality, and visual appeal of the atrium railing within its main facility.
The existing railing presents an opportunity for enhancement to better meet current safety standards, improve durability, and align with the library’s commitment to creating welcoming, accessible, and well-designed public spaces. This project may include modifications to railing height, materials, visibility, and structural elements, as well as consideration of how the railing integrates with the surrounding atrium environment.
The library seeks a design solution that balances safety, code compliance, aesthetics, and long-term maintenance, while minimizing disruption to daily operations during implementation.

Scope of Services
The selected firm will provide comprehensive architectural and design services for the atrium railing renovation. Services are expected to include, but are not limited to:
· Evaluation of existing conditions and identification of deficiencies 
· Review of applicable building codes, safety standards, and accessibility requirements 
· Development of conceptual design options 
· Preparation of schematic design and design development documents 
· Cost estimating in collaboration with the library and/or construction partners 
· Preparation of construction documents and specifications  
· Construction administration services, including site visits and coordination 
· Project closeout support 
Firms should demonstrate the ability to design within an occupied public facility and account for operational continuity.
Proposal Requirements
1. Firm Information
 Provide the firm’s name, address, website, and telephone number. Include the name, title, and email address of the individual who will serve as the firm’s primary contact, as well as the names of all relevant project team members. Include a brief description and history of the firm. Proposals must also include a list of three to five references for similar projects.
2. History, Experience, and Track Record
 Summarize the qualifications, experience, and skills your firm brings to this project. Include examples of recent projects involving interior architectural renovations, railing or guardrail design, or similar safety-focused improvements in public or institutional settings. For each project, include scope, budget, timeline, and outcomes.
3. Project Plan
 Provide a detailed proposal describing how your firm will approach this project. At a minimum, address the following:
· Approach to evaluating existing conditions and identifying design solutions 
· Strategy for ensuring compliance with applicable safety and building codes 
· Design approach, including materials, durability, and aesthetics 
· Approach to minimizing disruption within an active public building 
· Identification of key personnel assigned to the project, including résumés 
· Communication plan between your firm and library staff 
· Preliminary project schedule 
4. Schedule and Timeline
 Outline the proposed project schedule, including key milestones such as design phases, construction document completion, and anticipated bidding and construction timelines.
5. Cost
 Provide a detailed fee proposal for all design and related services. Include a breakdown by project phase (e.g., schematic design, design development, construction documents, construction administration) and identify any reimbursable expenses.

Evaluation Process
Proposals will be evaluated according to the following criteria:
· Firm Qualifications and Experience – Demonstrated success with similar architectural projects, particularly in public or occupied buildings. 
· Project Team Qualifications – Experience and expertise of the individuals assigned to the project. 
· Project Approach – Clarity, feasibility, and thoughtfulness of the proposed design and implementation strategy. 
· References – Feedback from previous clients on comparable projects. 

Submissions and Inquiries
Designated Contact: Dawn Wacek, Library Director Please direct all questions concerning this RFP by email to dwacek@lacrosselibrary.org or phone at 608-789-8190. 
No questions concerning this RFP will be accepted after 5:00 PM on April 24, 2026.
Proposals must be submitted by May 1st via email with the subject line “Atrium Railing Design Proposal” to dwacek@lacrosselibrary.org.

Project Schedule
The LPL Board of Trustees reserves the right to make the final decision regarding this RFP, including the right to reject any or all proposals. The Board may choose to conduct interviews as part of the selection process.
· RFP Issued: April 20, 2026 
· Proposals Due: May 4, 2026
· Evaluation Period: May 4, 2026- May 12, 2026
· Board Approval: May 12, 2026
· Project Awarded: May 15, 2026





Appendix A: 
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 Figure 1: Overhead view of atrium soffit and millwork above the railing, illustrating existing structural conditions and finishes.
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Figure 2: Side view of atrium wall and millwork, showing vertical surfaces adjacent to the railing and integration with surrounding architectural elements.
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Figure 3: Close-up of base and millwork connection, highlighting wear.




[image: ]Figure 4: Stair and atrium overview showing existing railing system, sightlines, and vertical openness to lower level.
[image: ]Figure 5: Interior corner condition of railing enclosure, illustrating material transitions, electrical integration, and current design limitations.
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