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The Medinger brother who did not serve overseas during World War II went on to become a long-time 

figure in La Crosse politics.  



Donald Medinger, a graduate of Aquinas High School, returned from the Navy in 1946 and worked at 

Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Co. from 1946 to 1968. He then worked at La Crosse State University and 

at a Winona Company for a couple of years. In December 1970, he opened Don’s Texaco Service. 1 He 

retired from the service station business in December 1989.2 

He was on the La Crosse Common Council from 1963 to 1995. Medinger was also a member of the La 

Crosse County Board from 1982 to August 1996. When he was re-elected in April 1996, he was sworn in 

at his hospital bed. He had to retire from the county board because of health problems.3  

Medinger was known for being outspoken and fighting hard for issues he believed in. Loren Wardwell, 

who served on the common council with Medinger for 28 years, said Don Medinger “always expressed 

his views plainly and was not always complimentary but he never held a grudge.” Roger Plesha, another 

council member who served with him, said Medinger “represented the average guy on the street.” He 

had strong opinions, but he was willing to listen to other views. Medinger was also known for his 

support of labor unions.4  

Don Medinger was equally colorful during his time on the La Crosse County Board. He was known for 

yelling a lot. First-year board member Mike Huebsch, who went on to become a state representative 

and a state department head, was a frequent target of Medinger’s outbursts because of Huebsch’s 

penchant for long speeches. Medinger would yell, “Sit down, ya (moderately bad word)! Shut up!” until 

the county board chair insisted on Roberts Rules of Order decorum.5 

Don Medinger died in 1997 at the age of 71.  

But the Medinger family contribution to La Crosse politics and government did not end with him. Don’s 

son, John, was a state legislator for 16 years, mayor of La Crosse for eight years, and, like his father, 

served on the La Crosse County Board, as well as working as an aide to United States Senators Russ 

Feingold, Herb Kohl, and Tammy Baldwin. John Medinger retired from public service in 2017.6 
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