
An owl says “hoo” and you should too!
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Anybody can say 
anything . . .
• Your neighbor

• Your crazy uncle

• A complete stranger

• A politician

• A group of people

• An organization

• . . . And some have bigger megaphones 
than others.

• How do you know if what they say is 
true?
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For anything we hear 
or read, we need to 
consider the source.

“At the same time, the democratic quality of 
the Net has permitted the release of a mass 
of undifferentiated information, some of it 
authoritative, some speculative, some 
absurd.” 

(David Aaronovitch, Voodoo Histories, 2010)
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Do pay attention to the man behind the curtain
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Identify the source
• Have you heard of this source before?

• Is it well-known?

• What kind of reputation does it have?

• Is it trust-worthy?

• Is it respected?
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Check “About Us”
• Is there detailed background 

information?

• Is there a mission statement or 
philosophy?

• Does it list staff?

• Is it clear who is responsible for the 
website?

• Who produces the content?

• Is there editorial oversight or peer 
review?

• Who funds the website or organization?
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Different missions = Different viewpoints

Heritage Foundation Socialist Party USA
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Identify the author
• Is there an author name? 

(Fake news often lacks this or fake names 
are used.)

• What authority or qualifications does this 
person have?

• Does a search of the author bring up 
other work the author has done?

• What is their professional background?

• Is this a trusted author?

• On the right are examples from four 
webpages. Can you spot the fake author?
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Do parallel research
• Research the author, publication, or 

organization in other sources besides just 
their own website or publication

• What can you find out about their 
background?

• What are their qualifications?

• How do others analyze and interpret their 
work?
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Find other articles
• Look for other reliable sources that have 

carried an article about the same thing

• Do the facts coincide?

• Are other articles unique or are they 
clones of the first one?
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Look for the original source
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Who is the more reliable authority?

Jenny McCarthy: Vaccines caused my 
son’s autism

Scientists & physicians: Vaccines do not 
cause autism

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

National Institutes of Health

World Health Organization

Committee for Skeptical Inquiry

Snopes.com
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/concerns/autism.html
https://directorsblog.nih.gov/2015/04/28/no-link-between-mmr-vaccine-and-autism-even-in-high-risk-kids/
http://www.who.int/vaccine_safety/committee/topics/mmr/mmr_autism/en/
https://www.csicop.org/si/show/the_dangerous_delusion_about_vaccines_and_autism
https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/autism-is-now-disclosed-as-dtap-side-effect/


Credibility can be faked
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Remember: Anybody can say anything!
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Says who?
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