
National History Day projects 



  

Primary Sources 
and 

Secondary Sources 





 Participants 
 Witnesses 
 Contemporaries 
 

Who create: 
 
 Documents  
 Photos 
 Videos 
 Sound recordings 
 And anything else from their experiences 
 

 































 









 Autobiographies  

 Memoirs 

 There may also be 
primary sources 
contained in a book, 
even if the book itself is 
not a primary source 

 Person is telling their 
own story about their 
experiences 

 Written in the first 
person 

 Look for “I, we, me” in 
the text 





 Players, coaches, game officials 

 Stadium workers 

 Spectators 

 Television broadcast and recordings of it 

 Radio broadcast and recordings of it 

 Newspaper articles shortly after the event 

 Magazine articles shortly after the event 

 Interviews with participants or witnesses  

 Anything written or said by participants or witnesses  
at any time 

 



Did not participate 

Did not witness 

Did not live during the time 

Created long after the event 

May use primary sources but are 
adding their interpretation 

 





 Biographies—stories of a 
person’s life written by 
someone else 

 Narrative—description 
of an event by someone 
who was not there at the 
time 

 Written in the third 
person 

 Look for “he, she, they” 
in the text 



 Who, What, When, Where, Why 

 Broader perspective 

 Identify, organize, clarify, and possibly correct primary 
sources 

 Detached viewpoint  

 Analysis and interpretation 

 Provide historical context 

 

 Useful feature: Footnotes and bibliographies 

















 Large rivers are created by 
smaller rivers flowing into 
them 

 Smaller rivers are created 
by streams that flow into 
them 

 All of these have a source 
of origin 

 Rainwater flows into all of 
these because of how the 
land is sloped (= watershed 
of a river) 

 Big stories are made up of 
smaller stories from 
different perspectives 

 Most primary sources only 
tell part of the story 

 Sorting it out and putting 
all the pieces together is 
what historians do 

 





 Finding and analyzing 
primary sources 

 Using secondary sources 
for context and 
perspective 

 Selecting materials to 
prove your thesis 

 Adding your analysis and 
interpretation to the 
story 



 Owl: http://kids.sandiegozoo.org/sites/default/files/imagecache/animal_class_hero/great_horned_owl3.jpg 

 Civil Rights march: http://www-tc.pbs.org/jazz/images/time/civil_rights_march.jpg 

 Photojournalists:  http://utahphotojournalism.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/10/image1-550x366.jpg 

 World Trade Center witnesses: http://i67.photobucket.com/albums/h287/ybbswinter/wtc-witnesses-aghast_lg.jpg 

 Journals of Lewis and Clark cover: http://xroads.virginia.edu/~HYPER/JOURNALS/journals.jpg 

 William Clark’s journal:  http://media.web.britannica.com/eb-media/22/96622-004-3C6A4148.jpg 

 Anne Frank’s diary: http://www.annefrank.ch/system/html/tagebuch-db78f214.jpg 

 Civil War letter: author’s collection 

 Gettysburg address: http://www.papersofabrahamlincoln.org/documentimages/GAFac1.jpg 

 1964 newspaper article: La Crosse Tribune, 05 October 1964, page 1 

 1982 magazine article: Time magazine, author’s collection 

 Man in front of tank: https://static01.nyt.com/packages/flash/photo/20090602-Lens-Behind-Tianamen/20090603-
tank-cole-1000px.jpg 

 Voting Rights Act of 1965: https://ourdocuments.gov/doc_large_image.php?doc=100 

 Railroad map: Historic Mapworks 

 Photo of Franklin D. Roosevelt: 
http://66.media.tumblr.com/f6d93a5b178d127b8175a6667c551d07/tumblr_nyy1815pmo1r65o3qo3_1280.jpg 

 Oral history interview: http://sohp.org/files/2013/04/charlotte-interviewing-John-Greenbacker.jpg 

 White House Transcripts book cover: author’s collection 
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 Personal Memoirs of U.S. Grant: http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/BookImages/77256f.jpg 

 Green Bay Packers game: http://www.nflstreaming.net  

 Steve Jobs book: http://divergentmba.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/book-steve-jobs-by-walter-isaacson.jpg 

 Footnotes and bibliography pages: Philip Taubman, Secret Empire: Eisenhower, The CIA, and the Hidden Story of 
America’s Space Espionage (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2003). 

 Mississippi River watershed: http://www.nps.gov/miss/photosmultimedia/upload/watershedBG.jpg 

 Exploring upstream: https://www.wisconsinrivertrips.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/20130828-090305.jpg  

 Girl in library: http://pixabay.com  

 

 

 

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/BookImages/77256f.jpg
http://www.nflstreaming.net/
http://divergentmba.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/book-steve-jobs-by-walter-isaacson.jpg
http://divergentmba.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/book-steve-jobs-by-walter-isaacson.jpg
http://divergentmba.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/book-steve-jobs-by-walter-isaacson.jpg
http://divergentmba.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/book-steve-jobs-by-walter-isaacson.jpg
http://divergentmba.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/book-steve-jobs-by-walter-isaacson.jpg
http://divergentmba.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/book-steve-jobs-by-walter-isaacson.jpg
http://divergentmba.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/book-steve-jobs-by-walter-isaacson.jpg
http://divergentmba.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/book-steve-jobs-by-walter-isaacson.jpg
http://divergentmba.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/book-steve-jobs-by-walter-isaacson.jpg
http://divergentmba.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/book-steve-jobs-by-walter-isaacson.jpg
http://divergentmba.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/book-steve-jobs-by-walter-isaacson.jpg
http://www.nps.gov/miss/photosmultimedia/upload/watershedBG.jpg
https://www.wisconsinrivertrips.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/20130828-090305.jpg
https://www.wisconsinrivertrips.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/20130828-090305.jpg
https://www.wisconsinrivertrips.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/20130828-090305.jpg
https://www.wisconsinrivertrips.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/20130828-090305.jpg
https://www.wisconsinrivertrips.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/20130828-090305.jpg
http://pixabay.com/

